
 

July 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

Our first day of school is Wednesday, August 12th.  North Monterey County Unified School District has 
a responsive and dynamic reopening plan to ensure healthy, safe, and fun learning experiences.  The District 
has a continuum of learning options available that adapt to the dynamic COVID guidelines, to include a 
homeschool/independent studies option for enrollment through our North Monterey County Center for 
Independent Studies School which is fully accredited and serves K-12 students.    You can read more about 
our reopening plan located on our website at www.nmcusd.org.   
 
Beginning August 12th, all schools will begin with a Distance learning model for instruction through the 
first quarter in adherence with the State and local COVID guidelines for reopening schools.   
 
What is Distance Learning?  Distance Learning is a form of education in which the teachers and students 
are physically separate during instruction and the use of various technologies and instructional 
materials/activities facilitate learning.  This includes live interaction using platforms such as Zoom, Google 
Classroom and forms of communication through messaging app, videotaping and conferencing, discussion 
boards, and emailing and phone calling.  It also includes extended learning that is student driven and can be 
done without technology, to include independent practice and reflection. During Distance Learning, students 
will participate in both synchronous and asynchronous learning. What is synchronous learning?  
Synchronous learning is defined as a group of students engaged in learning at the same time that can be 
online (such a Zoom video or breakout rooms) or in a classroom working all together.   What is 
asynchronous learning?  Asynchronous learning is when students are working without “real time” 
interactions with the teacher and/or with other students.  This can be when working online independently 
completing an assignment, or working alone at their desk in the classroom or at home. Both of these 
learning approaches will be used within the course of an instructional day/week during the Distance Learning 
model.  Teachers will have designated times and various ways in which parents and students will be able to 
connect for support or assistance.  Students in grades 3-12 will be provided a chromebook device and access 
to the internet in order to participate in online learning.  Students in grades TK-2 will begin the school year 
with instruction focused on initial diagnostics assessments and related supporting instructional activities that 
will be provided to the student and their parent/guardian.  All students and parents/guardians will receive 
lessons/training on social emotional learning and digital citizenship/use of technology.   
 
Beginning on Monday, August 10th, in addition to our weekly meal distribution, the “annual first day 
packets” which contain required forms, information and initial instructional lessons/activities for August 12-
15th will be ready for pick up/delivery for each student.  School principals will provide a “Welcome Back” 
letter to all families and teachers will begin contacting students/families to welcome them and explain how 
their class (classes) will be set up and provide more specific information.  In addition, there will be scheduled 
times for distribution/check out of devices, textbooks/materials for each school that will be communicated by 
the school principal to each student’s family through our notification system.   Be sure to update your 
phone/notification information with the school office and download our District App to receive all 
notifications and information.   
 

 
We know that students and parents/families need support and assistance as we all navigate how to best 
move forward in the new school year.  Parent resources, training and support will be provided throughout 
the school year as well as the NMCUSD Support Helpline at (831) 633-3343 ext 1503.   Please let us know 
how we can best help you and your student(s).   
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Kari Yeater, Superintendent 
 
 
 

http://www.nmcusd.org/

